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so long surrounded the Great Unknown were now
removed, and he appeared in his true character fprob-
abiy alluding to the exposg made before Constable's
creditors, for I do not think there was any preconcerted
plan). Upon this Sir Walter rose and said, " I did not
expect, on coming here to-day, that I should have to
disclose before 300 people a secret which, considering
that it has already been made known to about 30
persons, has been tolerably well kept, I am not
prepared to give any reasons for preserving it a secret;
caprice had certainly a good share in the matter. Now
that it is out, I beg leave to observe that I am sole
and undivided author of those Novels; every part of
them has originated with me, or has been suggested
to me in the course of my reading. I confess I am
guilty and am almost afraid to examine the extent
of my delinquency. 'Look on 't again I dare not.'
The wand of Prospero is now broken, and my book
is buried; but before I retire I shall propose the health
of a person who has given so much delight, I dare say,
to all now present, the Baillie Xicol Jarvie."
*I import this from memory; of course it is not
quite accurate in words, but you will find a tolerable
report of it in the Caledonian Mercury of Saturday.
This declaration was received with loud and long
applause; as this was gradually subsiding, the Baillie
(Mackay)* exclaims in character, "Ma conscience, if
my Father the Deacon had been alive," etc., which, as
you may suppose, had a most excellent effect.'
Whenever he could get a few days' leave, his
chief delight was in making excursions over Scot-
land, which he seems fco have explored pretty
thoroughly from Galloway to Aberdeen, and from
Arran to St Andrews, all the time making careful
* Mackay, the actor, who had made a hit in the part, ,